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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE ſole Reaſon of Printing 
| this Letter, was to procure a 
Number of Copies to diſperſe at the 
eaſieſt Expence. But as it will not be 
publiſhed or ſold, fo the Author in- 
tends to uſe all poſſible Caution to 
prevent any of them falling into the 
Hands of the Laity, having no In- 


tention but friendly Admonition, not 
publick Reproach or Cenſure ; and 


being fully convinced, That he who 
needleſsly expoſes the Failings of Mi- 
niſters, is either no Friend to Re- 
ligion at all, or a very unwiſe one. 


The Diſtribution of this Letter is 
intended to be as general as may 


be, amongſt the Miniſters, to pre- 


vent any one's thinking himſelf 


0 at. 
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* Reverend Gentlemen, 


HAVE an unfeigned Eſteem ans Re- 
verence for your Order, and for You, 
as far as your Conduct and Behaviour 
correſponds with the acknowledged Deſign of 
its Inſtitution, which I apprehend to be the 
implanting and cultivating in the Minds of 
Men, under the Influence of the Divine Spi- 
rit, the Principles and Habits of ſerious 
practical Religion, according to the perfect 
Standard of the Chriſtian Revelation. | 

In this View of the Nature and Impor- 8 1 
tance of your Office, the little Succeſs you | 4 
have met with of late, has been a Subject 19 
of general Complaint amongſt us. For it 4 | 
cannot fail being a grievous and diſtreſſing i142 
Conſideration to every pious and thoughtful = 
Chriſtian, who frequents our publick Afſem- ö 
blies, to obſerve how indifferently moſt of = 
them are attended ; how cold and formal 1 
the Worſhip is of many, who dare not, or . 
chuſe not to be abſent ; and what little Hope 

remains, That the riſing Generation ſhould 
fill the Seats that their Fathers have left, ar 
axe ſoon likely to leave vacant, 
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 Acquaintance with Perſons and Facts, than 


wi 
Various are the Cauſes to which this me- 


lancholy State and Proſpect of Things .is 


omigg, and various are the Cauſes to which 


it has been aſcribed in the publick Diſcourſes 
and Writings of Miniſters, and the private 


Converſation of 'Chriſtians. And it 1 
2 mach greater Sagacity, and more extenſiye 


oa»... 


I lay claim to, to point out exactly in vrhat 
Proportion | all, and each of the Cauſts af 
ſigned, may have contributed to this ſad 
Effect. Every Man, I preſume, may ſee 


the Caſe in ſomewhat a different Light, ac- 


cording to the Situation wherein he is placed, 
his own Principles, and the Diſpoſition of the 
People amongſt whom his Obſervations 
bave been made: Though all agree, That 
the love of Eaſe and Pleaſure, which ſo uni- 
verſally prevails, has had a leading Influence 
in enervating the Minds of Men, and un- 


| nge, both t u Dutles of Life and 
yn „ 


But it is needful that the ee aud 
more immediate Sources of ſo great an Evil 
ſhould: be ſought for, as well as the general 
ones; in order to the Application of fuitzble 
Nemedies. And there is one, or at leaſt 
what 1 apprehended to be one, arifing from 


: — yourſelves, which deſervet to be 


traced 


971 


traced and examined into with more Care 


than, as far as I know, has ever yet been 
done. And as an Attempt of this Nature 
by one of the Laity may be more likely to 
draw your Attention, I truſt it will not be 
received with leſs Temper, than if it had 


; been made by one of your own Brethren, 


And the Point I would ſubmit to your 


Conlideration is, Whether the publick Prayers 


and Inſtructions of our Religious Aſſemblies 
have been of late conducted in ſuch a Man- 
ner, as to have had no Influence in abating, 


or their due Influence in promoting, the Con- 
ſtancy and Zeal wherewith they were wont 
to be attended. Need I on this Occaſion 
ſay, that I intend not to advance a Charge 
againſt every Miniſter? The numerous and 
flouriſhing Congregations of ſome, their emi- 
nent Services in the Cauſe of Religion, and 
their 'conſtant Attendance upon, and exem- 
plary Diſcharge of the Duties of their Func- 

tion, in the midſt of fo many declining 


Churches around them, bear an honourable. 


Teſtimony in their Favour, which ought to 


de Matter of Thankfulneſs to Con, and a 


Reaſon for holding them in high Efteem 
and Veneration among the People : And it 
would be the Qccafion of real and laſting 
Concern to me, if I ſhould incautiouſly fay 
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. 
any thing to afflict or diſcourage one fin- 
gle Miniſter, who in the Integrity of his 
Heart, and with humble unwearied Diligence, 
has been inflexibly purſuing the great Ends 
of his Miniſtry, tho' his Endeavours may not 
| have been crowned with the deſired Succeſs. 
But the Enquiry I humbly beg Leave to 
make is, Whether the Zeal and Aſſiduity of 
Miniſters in general, in qualifying themſelves 
for, and in adminiſtring the Ordinances of 
Divine Worſhip are not conſiderably abated, 
as well as the People's Piety and Regularity 
in attending them? Whether there is not a 
Lukewarmneſs, or. a careleſs or negligent, a 
light or worldly Spirit viſible, amongſt thoſe. 
who ſhould cheriſh the facred Fire of pure 
and heavenly Devotion in the Hearts of 
Chriſtians? Whether the Vigilance and Cir- 
cumſpection, the Concern and Ardour of 
Miniſters : have ariſen in Proportion to the 
Danger there confeſſedly is, That the Cauſe 
of their great and worthy Maſter which they 
have ſolemnly undertaken to ſerve and ſup- 
port at any temporal Pains and Hazard, 
ſhould decline and periſh in their Hands? 
That the People, I mean Profeſſors, and the 
Poſterity of ſuch grow lukewarm and world- 2 5 
ly; or apoſtatize, is admitted: But do Mini- 
| (hers: ** weigh and confider the Cauſes 
and 


EY wy. 
än Oceaßont of this, the Artfices aud SHIT 
that lead to it? Do they ſtudy human Na- 
ture, the Temper and Taſte of the Age, the 
faſhionable Weakneſſes or Vices of Men, 
which are the Inlets and Sources of theſe 
Evils *? Or do they teſt in general Notions 
of, or a ſuperficial Acquaintance with theſe 
Things, as foreign, or at leaſt of little Mo- 
ment, to the Purpoſes of their Inſtitution ? Do 
they labour after a thorough Knowledge of 
the Grounds and Principles, the Obligations 
and Importance of Religion, that they may 
be more able Defenders of it? And carefully 
watch and regulate their own Tempers and 
Conduct; that they may appear illuſtrious 
Examples of its Power and Influence? To 
ſuch Miniſters as upon a ſerious Review of 
their Conduct, are convinced they have herein 
diſcharged a good Conſcience, (and ſuch I 
doubt not there are) this Letter has no parti- 
| B cular 


It is not here ſuppoſed Miniſters, eſpecially younger 3 
ones, ſhould keep a great deal of Company, or engage 2 
in publick Diverſions, &c. in order to know the World, 4 

(according to the common Phraſe.) The Knowledge 1 
here meant may be gained from modern Books, and a "i 
careful Obſervation of their Acquaintance, the Princi- 

ples or Practices that lead them to or from Religion 
but a good deal of Attention and Thought about this 
Matter may be neceſſary, that their Obſervations may 
be juſt, 


[20] 

{ular Direction; but if there are any, who 
inſtead of this, look upon the Miniſtry as a 
Province, which ſince they have undertaken, 
they would chuſe to ſucceed in; yet what with 
the Pains of Study, the ſmall Profits and Emo- 
luments it affords, the Ignorance, Prejudices 
and Captiouſneſs of the People — a Province, 
wherein it is not prudent to be too anxious 
for Succeſs. If for theſe, or ſuch like Rea- 
ſons, there are any Miniſters, (and would to 
Gop there were none, or that their Number 
was ſmall!) whoſe Language or Actions de- 
clare, that they look upon the Service of the 
Sanctuary, though an honourable, yet a heart- 
leſs and unprofitable Service, and prepare for, 
and apply to it accordingly : It is of them I 
beg Audience, whilſt this Way of reaſoning 
and acting is plainly and ſeriouſly diſcuſſed. 
You will readily allow me, That the 
Chriſtian Miniſtry is the ſtated and ordinary 
Means of beginning and carrying on the Work 
of Religion in the Hearts and Conſciences of 
Men, and that it is a Means wiſely adapted to 
anſwer this End ; That it does not derive. its 
Power and Efficacy merely from the Sove- 
reign Will and Authority of -Gop, but has 
a natural or moral Fitneſs for this Purpoſe, 
as Education has an Aptitude for opening and 
improving the Minds of Youth, or Exerciſe 


for 


| . 17. 
. for increaſing their bodily Strength and Vi. 
gour. Now as every Method of Education 
does not alike anſwer its profeſſed Deſign, 
ſometimes thro' want of Skill or Diligence in 
the Tutor, as well as often thro' a want of 3 
Capacity or Attention in the Learners ; fo .F 
every Method of Preaching may not be alike Y 
conducive to promote the important Ends of 
it, either thro' want of Fidelity, or Skill, 
cr Application in Miniſters, as well as for 5 3 
want of Attention, and a right Diſpoſition _ 
in the People. f 
T am willing to make any reaſonable Con- 
<ellions concerning the Ignorance and Indiſ- 
poſition of Mankind in all Affairs of a reli- 
gious and ſpiritual Nature. And that amongſt 
thoſe who have their ſerious Hours and In. 
tervals, nay of truly fincere and upright 
Hearts towards Gop, there are often great 
Remains of evil Habits, too much Indulgence 
of favourite Failings, and ſtrong Inclinations 
to lay a Streſs on Things that come ſhort of a 
ſincere Devotedneſs to Gop, and a ſteady 
perſevering Endeavour after a greater Confor- 
mity to him; ſome in Modes of thinking and 
| believing about high and abſtruſe Points of 
Doctrine; others, in the occaſional Working 
of devout Affections; ſome, in the regular 
Performance of the inſtrumental Duties of 
2 Religion; 


* 


12 


Belgien others again, in à ſtrict Regard 


to ſocial Virtues, to the comparative Neg- 
ect of thoſe Branches of Religion, that are 
of equal or higher Importance. And that 
theſe different Apprehenſions and remaining 
Imperfections amongſt Chriſtians, are often 
the Source of real and numerous Difficulties 
and Diſcouragements i in the Miniſterial Life, 
But what follows from hence, except it be, that 


the Spirit of Chriſtianity is totally departed 


from us, and all Attempts to recall or reviye it, 
are fruitleſs and vain? Or that more Stud 


and Labour, Wiſdom and Watchfulneſs, is 
needful in Miniſters than ever, to find out 
the Cure of theſe Piſorders, and to eradicate 


; the Seeds and Principles of them, or at leaſt, 


to check their Progreſs, and by ſeizing the 


moſt favourable Opportunities to adminiſter 


ſuitable Remedies for recovering us to a State 


of more perfect Soundneſs and Stability in 
Religion? Are Danger and Difficulty any 


Pleas for Indolence and InaRtivity in any 
other Caſe of Moment and Importance? And 


what then can juſtify the ſuffering the moſt | 


lorious Cauſe that was ever pleaded before 
the World, to be loſt in your Hands, ſhort 
of an Appeal to the Heart-ſearching Go D, 


that it was impoſſible for you to have la- 


boured 


* 


1; + Want 
boured with mare intenſe and unwearied En- 
deavours to defend and preſerve it? 
Let us therefore enquire, what may and 


ought to be dane by Miniſters, in the Caſe 
under Canſideratian. - And here I beg Leave 


appears to me, they ought to be 


| to fay, it 
well acquainted with the Science they pro- 
feſs, I mean Religion in general, and in 
every View of it; and with Mankind, whom 
they are to gain over to the Belief and Prac- 
tice of Religion. If they underſtand not 
the former, they diſhonour themſelves or their 
Profeſiion, muſt be, incapable of explaining 
to others what they do not thoroughly un- 
derſtang, of inforcing on others what they 
do not feel the Force of themſelves ; of de- 


fending a Cauſe, if they are not Maſters. of 


its Strength; and of the Sopbiſtry and Weak- 
neſs of the. Cavils and Objections againſt it. 
And all this may be done, tho' perhaps not 
ſo caſily as is generally imagined. To in- 
ſtance in the Knowledge of the. inſpired 
Writings, (a moſt eſſential Branch of Know- 
ledge. for a Miniſter ;) It is not the. having 
read. over the Bible, perhaps once. or twice, 
in the original Languages, and compared it 
with one or two Commentators, and having 
attained to ſome general Satisfaction as to 
the Meaning of moſt Texts, eyen thoſe that 
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are controverted, to reſt contented in ſuch 


Attainments, But it is the being daily-con- 
verſant with them, as a ſtated and moſt de- 
lightful Exerciſe ; it is the ſtudiouſly ſearch- 
ing into, or continually ruminating on them, 
either to enter more thoroughly into their 
Meaning and Spirit, or diſcover their Truth 
and Perfection, for the confirming their own 
Faith, or convincing Gainſayers, or enlighten- 
ing ignorant Minds, or in order to extra& 
ſome pious and wiſe Meditations, - that may 


animate and refreſh the weak and weary, 


or adminiſter Satisfaction and Joy to the vi- 
gorous and improving Chriſtian? in which 
Employment the Aſſiſtance of any good 
Authors for explaining or illuſtrating Paſ- 
ſages of Scripture, is not to be diſdained or 
neglected; nor that of the beſt, implicitly 


. truſted to, or reſted in, I fay, it is ſuch a 


ſteady Conduct as this, that can alone qualify 
a Man for the Character of being mighty in 


the Scriptures, a Workman that needs not be 


aſhamed. The Knowledge of Scripture that 


might be very ſufficient for a common Chri- 


ſtian, is by no means ſufficient for a Mini- 
ſter ; and the Knowledge that may be very 
competent for a young Miniſter at the firſt 


Entrance on . Office, may be very un- 


worthy 


0 


% 


worthy a Miniſter of longer ſtanding, and 


more adyanced Years. 

Next to a thorough Acquaintance with 
the Science profeſſed; nothing is more need- 
ful than a Knowledge of Mankind, who 


are to be taught it; particularly, the Genius 


and Temper of the Age, and the prevailing 
wrong Opinions and Purſuits, that render 
Men averſe to the Belief and Practice of Re- 
ligion ; what Arguments or Arts are moſt 


inſtrumental to theſe, and by what Means 


and Degrees they make their Way into, and 


get Poſſeſſion of the Hearts of Men. And 
in order to ſtrip off their falſe Diſguiſe, and 


abate their Influence, great Diſcernment is 


often requiſite: What would have been very 


pertinently and ſufficiently ſaid in one Period 
of Time, may carry little Conviction at ano- 
ther; becauſe the Age may have degenerated 


further into Infidelity or Scepticiſm, or a 


Diſregard to Principles that uſed to be ad- 
mitted. And if that is the Caſe, Miniſters 


muſt go back in their Reaſonings, and begin 


to build from the Place to which others have 


pulled down, if they would erect a ſtable 


and laſting Structure. And this muſt be 
ſubmitted to with Condeſcenſion and Temper 
towards prevailing Weakneſs and Corruption, 
not with Peeviſhneſs or Reproaches; diſtin- 

guiſhing 
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BY |  guiſhing Wk. how far this is owing to 


innocent or culpable Prejudices, to meer In- 
advertency and Indiſcretion on the one Hand, 


or to a corrupt and vicious Temper on the 
other ; becauſe great Difference ſhould be 


_—:. uſed in applying to Perſons or Parties under 
: ſuch different Circumſtances; otherwiſe much | 
Harm may be done to Religion, mon the ED © 
, greateſt Good is intended. 

At the fame Time no particular Points or 
Perſons muſt be ſo attended to in the Courſe 
of a Miniſtry, as to occaſion the Neglect of 
others. Few Subjects, if well handled, but 

will afford proper Inſtruction and Entertain- 
ment to Perſons of very different Characters 

and Attainments; and the State and Circum- 

ſtances of an Audience ſhould! be carefully 
conſidered, that while ſome are particularly 

provided for, none may * of being 

diſregarded. 

Neither is this all; for much Heed ſhould 

| be taken to the Manner in which Things 

1 are ſaid, as well as to the Things themſelves, 
if Miniſters are truly deſirous of being uſe- 

ful. Every one muſt be ſenſible, that the 

gaining the Attention of an Audience is a 

moſt: neceſſary and effential Point; and no- 

thing 1 is more likely to do this, than the diſ- 

covering a high 3 Regard for them, 


by 


( 15 1 


by the Manner in which they afead drefſed ; Or 


more likely to prevent it, than appearing in the 
Pulpit with Airs of Self- ſufficiency, or great Su- 


periority, or of ſeeming Indifference and Un- 


concern. Miniſters muſt reverence the People, 


if they would have the People reverence them; 


muſt appear in earneſt themſelves, if they 
would have others really be fo; muſt deliver 
nothing but what has been maturely confider- 

ed and gipgeſted, if they expect it ſhould meet 
with Regard: Endeavouring that nothing may 
be ſaid, that is unintelligible to the. meaneſt, 


or contemptible to the more judicious, For 


if they ſeem to deſpiſe or light us, we ſhall 
ſoon deſpiſe them. If they provide a mean 
and ordinary Entertainment for us, when we 
expect to be refreſhed and delighted, we ſhall 
go away with Diſſatisfaction or Diſguſt, and 
have little Inclination to attend them again, 
when perhaps they might deſign to entertain 
us better. It is not the Subject of which 
they treat, (that lies open to us as well as to 
them) but the Manner in which they treat 
it, upon which Preachers ſhould depend 
fot their Acceptance. If they generally han- 
dle them worſe than what has been done 
already, in Books that we have at home, and 


may conſult at our Leiſure, we ſhall have 


little Heart to go abroad, merely to pay a 
Com- 


* 
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Compliment to them. It is EAR 


a juſt Obſervation, tho a very melancholy 
one, That the more polite and refined: Part 
of Mankind are frequently moſt apt to neg- 
lect, and even deſpiſe, the publick Ordi- 
pances of Religion ;. and yet. there is nothing 

in thoſe Ordinances themſelves unworthy the 
duet Politeneſs, or the higheſt Refinements 


of the human Underſtanding: Would to 
God there had been nothing mere liable to 
give Offence, in the Conduct and Manner of 


thoſe who have adminiſtered them! - 
But here ſome will be ready to ſay, Suc- 
ms does not depend on our Endeavours, but 
on Gop. And I am ready to grant it. But 
if this be ſaid to excuſe the Ignorance or 
Sloth of Miniſters in their Work, it is a 


ſhameful Abuſe of the Divine Goodneſs, be- 
_ cauſe they know, that God Almighty will 


ordinarily bleſs and ſucceed the likelieſt 


Means, and moſt ſtrenuous Endeavours for 


advancing his own Honour, and the 


dom of his Son. And thoſe who ſeek -fo 


vain a Refuge as this, from the Reproaches 


of their own Mind, or of the Chriſtian 
World, on Account of their Neglect of the 
Souls of Men, are, I fear, hardly fo ſincere 
and importunate, even for the Divine Bleſ- 
ing, as they ought; nor is it poſſible they 


ſhould 


% 
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ſhould- be ſo, if they underſtand the Terms, 
on which alone it can be in; aſked 
or expected. 

But befides theſe, I am ſenfible there are 
many worthy Men, who may be ready to 
fay, The Apoſtles and firſt Miniſters of 
Chrift, and even thoſe in later Days, who 
have been moſt highly owned and honoured 
in the Service of the Goſpel, have uſed great 
Plainneſs of Speech, and carefully avoided 
the enticing Words of Man's Wifdom. And 
I allow that. with Reſpe&t to the former, 


who were to preach a new Doctrine, in Con- 


nection with certain Matters of Fact, of 
which they were Witneſſes, and the Truth 

of which was to be ſupported by their Ve- 
racity, and the miraculous Gifts of the Holy 
Ghoſt conferred on them; nothing could 
have. been more abſurd or huttful to their 
Deſign, than to have uſed any Methods thit 
might ſhew them to be Men of Art and 
Subtlety ; for which Reaſon our Lord in his 
Life-time, manifeſtly choſe out the plaineſt 
and moſt illiterate Perſons for his Apoſtles. 


And I alſo acknowledge, that even now, All 


refined Speculations, or nice and curious Diſ- 
quiſitions, or falſe and ſophiſtical, or even 
dry or intricate Reaſonings, or lofty Flights 


and Strains of Rhetorick, or high ſwelling 
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Words, that are above the Capacities and 


Reach of a common Audience, are unworthy 


the Solemnity and Importance of the Pulpit. 
But ſurely it cannot be, that plain and ſolid 
Reaſoning 1 upon the great Doctrines and Du- 
ties of Religion, revealed in the Scriptures, 
to confirm their Truth and Obligation, or 
diſplay their Excellence, and manly pathetick 
Addreſs, to impreſs them on the Conſciences of 
Men, are unſuitable to the primitive and moſt 
excellent Patterns and Models: I fay, ſurely 


this cannot be meant by thoſe who are ac- 


quainted with the ſtrong Reaſonings of St. 
Paul, or who have heard of the Eloquence. 


of Apollos, or who have ever felt in their 


Hearts any ſuch warm and pious Breathings 


as the lively and animated Devotions of good 


King David, ate fitted to excite: Nor can 


T apprehend, that any judicious Chriſtians 


imagine, that an extempore unpremeditated 
Harangue, upon any Subject of Faith and 
Practice, is likely, generally ſpeaking, to be 
ſo pertinent, convincing, and uſeful, as a 
well-ſtudied regular Compoſition, that has 
been carefully committed to Memory or Wri- 


ting ; much leſs that a topical common-place 


Way of Preaching, or a looſe and incoherent 


Diſcourſe, in which the Text is preſently 
Gifinitfed, ik it be at all aid explained, or 


in 


Res. =; 4& >” 


in which the Sound of it only is retained in- 


with all the Life and Spirit that is neceſſary 
to conſtitute very acceptable and agreeable 


and unanimated ; and ſuch fluggiſh Preachers 


"+1 


ſtead of the Senſe, as what is leaſt likely to 
cramp the Preacher in his intended Enlarge- 
ment; I ſay, ſurely no one can imagine, 
that ſuch Preaching as this, is more likely 
to meet with the Divine Acceptance and Bleſ- 
ſing, than a laboured judicious Diſcourſe, 
which has been carefully ſtudied and prayed 
over, before it is introduced into Publick. 

I I acknowledge, that the Men of fertile Y 
Invention, and of ſprightly and beautiful "i 
Imaginations, who are hardly ever at a Loſs 3 
for a Flow of apt and pertinent Thoughts 
and Expreſſions on any Subject or Occaſion, 
have great Advantages over others; but few 
are endowed with ſuch Talents: And it is a 
vain Affectation in thoſe who have them not, 
to act as if they had; and Perſons of flower 
Apprehenſions and Utterance, are often ſuf- 
ficiently recompenced for the Want of theſe, 
in the Strength and Solidity of their Judg- 
ments ; and at the fame Time may be able 
to deliver what they have before prepared, 


Speakers, provided Care be taken by them 
to be fully Maſters of what they have pre- 
pared, otherwiſe the Delivery will be flow 


muſt 
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= ; | regarded, 48 they are at preſent 3 Or amongſt 
11 the mote illiterate and unpoliſhed People; 
_ or elſe in Circumſtances, when the Providence 
of Gop. has made the Miniſter's Work com- 
paratively eaſy : Seaſons of Perſecution, ' or 
publick Calamity, when one alarming and 


awakening Stroke has followed another, and 
all Proſpect of temporal Felicity ſeemed to 


be cut off. In ſuch Junctures (unleſs a Peo- 
ple are ripe for Deſtruction) the Conſciences 
of Men are ſoft and tender; all Eyes -are 
directed towards Heaven, and whoever comes 
with a Meſſage from thence, under what- 
ever. perſonal Diſadvantages, is ſure of a gra- 
cious Reception ; though there is ſeldom, 
on ſuch Occaſions, wanting in the Preacher, 


carries in it irreſiſtible Eloquence. But 
when the Clouds break away, and Days of 


Calmneſs and Serenity ſucceed, ſerious Im- 
. preſſions wear off again, worldly Buſineſs 


or 


_ muſt not wonder, if their Hearers are a dull | 
i HR and lifeleſs as themſelves. 

= | It cannot however be denied, "is 1 
1 have been Inſtances of very uncouth and 
8 1 auk ward, very ſtrange and rambling Preach- 

; * ; by. | ers, who have had conſiderable "AY 
_ . But then it has been either in Times, when 


Accuracy and Correctneſs were not ſo much 


= Earneſtneſs "inſpired by the Times, that 
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or Pleaſure regain their former Aſcendaney, 


and religious Thoughts and Meditations are 
treated as unwelcome Gueſts or Intruders; 
and unleſs firm and ſolid Foundations have 
been laid, it is well if the main Pillars and 
Supports of Religion are not ſhaken, And 


now the- Miniſter's Work grows every Day 


more difficult: The Tide of worldly En- 
joyments overwhelms the ſcattered Seeds of 
Piety and Virtue; and it requires conſum- 
mate Wiſdom and indefatigable Vigilance i in 
Miniſters, to maintain their Ground, and to 


prevent a Deluge of Corruption from pre» 


vailing over the moral World, 
And ſuch, Sirs, I take to have been the 
State of this Nation for many paſt Years; 
which brings me to the next Enquiry, Whe- 
ther Miniſters have done what was ex- 
pedient, and might juſtly be expected from 
them, to preſerve the Intereſt and promote 
the Practice of true Religion and Goodneſs 
among Men. And here I have: little to 


offer, but in a Way of free and friendly Ex-- 
-poſtulation, from the View that- has been 
before taken of their Duty. 


Have Miniſters then aimed, and does 
it plainly appear. that the generality of them 
are aiming after the higheſt Attainments in 
Chriſtian Knowledge and Grace, as eſſen- 


tal 
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tial to, and the proper and higheſt Orna- 
ments of their Character? May it be diſ- 
cerned in their Preaching and Converſation, 
that they are really as much ſuperior to others 
in theſe Reſpects, as it is natural to expect 
Men ſhould be in their choſen Profeſſion, to 
which they have ſolemnly devoted them- 
ſelves, without Limit or Reſerve ? Are 


continually and intenſely deviſing the moſt 


likely Methods of ſpreading the Savour of 


Divine Knowledge and Grace in the World? 
Contriving how Opportunities of. Uſefulneſs 


may be gained and improved ? And labouring 
to furniſh themſelves: with all neceſſary Ac- 


compliſhments, both internal and external, 


that may be likely to promote theſe Ends; 


chearfully foregoing every Purſuit and Plea- 


ſure, that might prevent or hinder them in 
the more perfect Attainments of ſuch Accom- 


pliſhments, and leaving no Places with Re- 
gret, but their Study and the Houſe of Gop? 
Do they keep their Minds, as much as may 


be, diſentangled from every inferior and 


worldly Concern, that they may not be re- 


ſtrained or clogged in exerting their beſt and 
entire Powers in the proper Duties of their 


Function? Does it appear, when they are 
engaged in facred Service, that they are moſt 


in r Element, and that they have the 
trueſt 
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ttueſt Enjoyment of themſelves, when they 
are called to conſtant and laborious Employ- 
ment? In a Word, are they as active and 
diligent in the Proſecution of their Work in 


all its Branches, as wiſe and prudent Men 


are in their worldly Buſineſs, which Miniſters 


ſo often tell us, is comparatively of trifling 
Importance ? 


Or have . been, and are there no Mi- 


niſters, or very few, who may be ſuppoſed 
to have reaſoned thus ; That (being ordained 
to their Office, and perhaps called to. a 


Church) they have, in the main, got as much 
Knowledge in their Profeſſion, as is abſolutely 
neceſſary, and that the reſt will come gra- 
dually by Age and Experience, and the ſta- 
ted Exerciſe. of their Function; that their 
Buſineſs is to preach the great Doctrines of 
the Goſpel, which they think they fully un- 


derſtand, to inform People of their Duty, 


and exhort them to it, in as good a Manner 
as the generality of other Preachers do, and 


by: that Means endeavour to make ſome Ad- 


ditions to their own Churches, or at leaſt to 


- prevent their Numbers and Subſcriptions from 


lefſening : But that if the good Things that 
have been already ſaid upon moſt Subjects, 
will not be attended to and regarded from 
them, it is impoſſible to be always deviſing 
* New 
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new Things; the Fi the G pel are 
invariably the fame, and they my leave 
the Iſſue of their Miniſtry with Gop; to 
labour with too much Sollicitude and Anxiety 
for greater Succeſs, under ſuch a Variety of 
Difficulties and Diſcouragements, as they 
continually meet with, would probably an- 
ſwer no other End, but to render their own 
Lives uncomfortable, and depriye their, Fa- 
milies, before the Time, of the ſmall Sup- 

rt their Lahours afford them. For their 
Fins they are for preaching the Goſpel j 

a plain Way; F if People muſt be ſerved 
with Dainties, and entertained with Novelty 
there is little Hope of pleaſing them; they 
want the Goſpel to be moulded to their 
Taſte and Humour, and to fatter the gc 


yz © OX 


— of their Plcfornankg and it is the 
Love of finful Pleaſures and Indulgencies, 
that prevents others from being ſatisfied too. 
| Their Brethren in the Miniſtry have nothing 
to object to them, the beſt of their own 

Congregations highly honour and eſteem 
them; and it is the Subject of their daily 
Prayer, that the Goſpel might be more glo- 
1 and che i Church of Chriſt large 


In 
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In pretty cloſe Connection with ſucl a 
Way of Reaſoning, I take to be the follow. 
ing Method of acting. When Miniſters 
ſpend a conſiderable Part of their Time in 
reading Books of any Kind, that have not a 
direct Tendency to qualify them for the 
better Diſcharge of their miniſterial Work; | 
other Part, in enquiring after News, or at 
ſome Meetings of their Brethren, or in tri- 
fling and tedious, or frequent Viſits at Houſes, 
where they are well eſteemed and entertained, 
and where ſome in the Family are generally 
at leiſure for Converſation, and want to be 
amuſed by the Company of a Friend; in- 
ſtead of viſiting the Ignorant for their In- 
ſtruction, or the Poor and the Sick, to pray 
with and comfort them, and to ſpeak a Word 
in ſeaſon to them; and uſing any Arts almoſt, 
to keep up their Intereſt with the People, 
rather than the laborious ones, of cloſe and 
diligent Study, in preparing for the Service 
of the Sanctuary: However, before the 
Week is quite expired, a Morning or two 
muſt be ſpent in preparing for the enſuing 
Sabbath, unleſs the Miniſter happens to be 
indifpoſcd for his Study, or has been a Preach- 
er a great Number of Years, and then leſs 
Time may ſerve; or it may be as well to 
make free with an old Sermon, But if a 
D 2 new 
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new one is made, the Sum total of the 


Preacher's Aim, is to fill up the Hour, as 
uſual, in what he thinks a tolerable Manner, - 
and fo as not to repeat any thing that has 
lately been delivered, nor if poſſible, to diſ- 


guſt any of his People; and by Habit and 
Cuſtom, he perſuades himſelf, this is all that 


can be reaſonably expected from him *. And 
accordingly, he enters the Pulpit fully ſatiſ- 
fied with the Sufficiency of his own Prepara- 
tions, which, by thoſe who come out of a 
Regard for Divine Inſtitutions, and well diſ- 
poſed to reliſh any plain and ſerious Truths, 
have a Chance to be well received ; but as' 

to thoſe, who come for Form or Cuſtom . 
fake, or thro' Conſtraint of parental Autho- 
rity,” or with worldly Views, they go away 
as thoughtleſs and unconcerned as they came, 
having heard nothing but what they had 


often heard before in vain, and having met 


nothing in the Manner a whit more ſtriking 
or impreſſive. And thus Miniſters and Peo- 


*I would not be underſtood here bo nne or con- 
demn the taking a Day's s Diverſion, or preaching an 
old Sermon, or Family Viſits, or Meetings of Miniſters 
occaſionally, and in their proper Seaſon ; but ſtated or 
frequent Indulgences or Avocations of any Kind, to the 
Neglect of cloſe and conſtant Study, and other mini- 


ſterial Offices; unleſs when the Infirmities of Age, or 


bodily Indiſpoſition render ſuch Neglect unavoidable. 


1.291 
ple go on in a dull Round of religious Ex-. 
erciſes, till the former's growing Infirmities, 


and the latter's growing Indifference, or Diſ- 


like, reduce our Congregations to nothing. 


Or if the Preacher finds greater Acceptance, 
it is chiefly among the weaker Part of his 
Audience, with whom ſome Solemnity of 
Manner, or affecting Tone of Voice, however 


improper, or over- done, makes an Impreſ- 


ſion, whilſt it gives Offence to the more ju- 
dicious; and whilſt the riſing Generation, 
whoſe Imaginations are gay, and whoſe Paſ- . 
ſions are ſtrong, for Want of being better 
inſtructed and confirmed in Religion, are left 

a Prey to the Subtlety or Raillery of Infi-. 
dels and Libertines, and the Allurements of 
unlawful Gain and Pleaſure. 

Or ſuppoſing the Week to be ſpent in a. 
better Manner than what has been repreſent- 
ed; Is not the Proſecution of ſome favourite 
Study, or the Acquiſition of ſome particular 
Branch of critical Learning more attended 
to, than the principal Duties of the miniſte- 
rial Character? The Preacher, perhaps, thinks 


it ſufficient, that he prepares a ſolid and ſub- 
ſtantial Diſcourſe ; but as to the Arts of po- 


pular Addreſs, they are nat natural to him; 
it is too late in Life, to ſet about acquiring 
them now; or, perhaps, he eſteems them 

beneath 
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'banilacdi« the Aim of a gteat and noble Mind; 0 


not conſideting, that tho they are ſo, when' 
gained by Methods that are inconfiftent with 
a ſincere and ' prevailing Love of Truth and 
Goodneſs, or when ſought after for baſe or 


unworthy Ends; yet that the Forms of polite 


and elegant Diction, and graceful Deport- 
ment in the Pulpit, as far as rhey are made 
ſabſetvient to the Intereſts of Truth and 
Piety; are well worthy the moſt earneſt 
Sollicitude, and ſtrenuous Endeavour of Mini- 
ſters. Nay, that ſome Degrees of them are 
almoſt eſſential to the Character of thoſe; 
who in ſuch an Age as this, undertake to in- 
ſtruct and perſuade Numbers. And a very 
flight and ſuperficial Knowledge of the World 
might be ſufficient to convince us of the Im- 
portance of ' theſe Qualifications, Nothing 
being more obvious than that ſach Miniſters 


are held in higheſt Eſteem amongſt the 


People, have the moſt numerous Auditories, 
and the faireſt Opportunities of Uſefulneſs, 
who poſſeſs them in the largeſt Degrees, tho 
their Furniture and other Abilities, may 
perhaps, be greatly inferior to many of their 
Brethren. 

But it may be objected, that to come up 
to the Rules that have been before laid down, 


85 requires great natural Advantages, a fine Edu- 


cation, 


Fol | 
Catan, and being early trained to Habits f 


geaſoning juſtly, and ſpeaking qropetly dn 
Publick. And I am. ready to confeſs theft 
Things. are not ſufficiently attended to in 
early Life, and that our Diſſent from che na- 
tional Eſtabliſhment deprives our Miniſters 
of ſome Aſſiſtances which theirs enjoy; but 
I muſt ſtill beg Leave to aſæ, Mhethet Mi- 
niſters i in general are as ſenſible of, and as 
diligent to ſupply their Deſects, and over- 
come their early Diſadvantages, as they ſhould 
be, and are willing to. ſubmit to that Courſe 

of Self-denial and Pains, that may be necdful 
in many Caſes, to ſubdue wrong Habits, and 
ſuperinduce right ones? Are they convinced, 
that it is their indiſpenſable Duty and Intereſt 


ta labour: after higher Attainments in theſe 


Reſpects? Is it manifeſt, they gain Ground 


in good Habits of compoſing and ſpeaking, 
by Uſe and Practice, which in other Caſes 


we allow to be a ſecond Nature, and capable 
of overcoming the greateſt natural Impedi- 
ments? Or rather, do they not ſometimes 
contract worſe Habits than what at firſt they 
ſet out with, for want of Attention and Care; 


or not having found the Succeſs, Wherewith 


their blooming Hopes flattered them, relax 
rather than increaſe their former Vigour, and 
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grow faint and weary in the Service? Or it 
they have found Succeſs, beyond moſt of their 


Brethren, preſume too much on their pre- 


ſent Reputation, not remembering, that the 


fame Means that gained it, are needful to 


preſerve it; that he is a weak Man, who de- 
pends on being eſteemed To-morrow for the 


Deeds of Veſterday; and that in Proportion 


to their paſt Succeſs, are their Obligations to 


5 b Conſtancy and Diligence. 


It is a melancholy Conſideration, That the 
Aim of Miniſters in the general, is ſer fo low, 


as it appears to be in the ordinary Exerciſe of 


their Miniſtry; that the gaining from one ano- 


ther's Congregations, and the keeping ſome 


of the Youth that have been religiouſly edu- 
cated amongſt us, ſeem to be the higheſt of 


their Expectations: If a Number of Strangers 
unexpectedly come into our Aſſemblies, eſpe- 


cially if any of them are ſuppoſed to be 
Enemies to, or Scoffers at Religion, inſtead 


of rejoicing in the Opportunity, (as it would 


be natural to do, if they were conſcious their 


Performance was above Contempt, and ſuited 
to carry Conviction into the Minds of artful 
Seducers or hardened Sinners) they are rather 


confounded ; or even if one of their Brethren 
in the W or a — whoſe Judgment 
they 


bs "3 bid — (D 


Ts 


tis eſteem wks to the ordinary Set of 


their Hearers, however candid, drops in 


upon them occaſionally, it is well if they 
are not conſcious to themſelves, that their 


-Sermon ſtands in need of an Apology. And 


tho' this might be excuſable in a very young 


Miniſter, yet it is unbecoming a Miniſter of 


any conſiderable ſtanding and Experience. 
And now, if there be any Truth in this 


Repreſentation, that has been made of the 


Conduct of our Miniſters * Have not we of 


the Laity Reaſon to conclude, that dege- 


nerate as we are, a great deal of that Dege- 
neracy, and of the deſolate Appearance of 
the Houſe of Gop, is owing to the criminal 


Neglect of ſuch Miniſters, who content them- 
ſelves with paſſing Sentence againſt the Age, 


as hating Inſtruction, and refuſing to be re- 
claimed ; and with offering up a few lan- 


guid and cuſtomary Prayers to Gop, that he 
would pour out a better Spirit amongſt us, 
and take the Werk of Reformation into his 


own Hands; inſtead of exerting their own 


natural Abilities, funk into Eaſe and Indolence, 


that they may become Maſters of all the 


Powers of ſtrong and forcible Reaſoning, the 


E Charms 
* It cannot b ſuppoſed, that the whole of this Re- 


| preſentation d ſuit any one Miniſter ; but 1 doubt 


ſome Part or other of it is applicable to many. 


* 


$3 


| - 
? WE \ 1 K 2 , 
A - - \ RO 1 x \ . . 
_— of 1 4 l 7 o 
„ 3 f 4 o _ | N 1 
7 2. g 9 
* — * g - „ = * 0 
i . 

+ , 8 , 

» - " 

Z l * . * & 
. = - : . 
% * * 
* / 
. # iy - 
— — k 
S . * #7 * a 
l - . = 3 F 
* 7 . ' 
» = * q 
" 

od 1 

: 

\ 
f . 


. "Charms of ſweet and conſtraining Eloquence, 
and the Arts of ſoft and captivating Addreſs, 


8 


which can alone reſtore them to their true 


| ' Dignity of Character, and juſt Dominion over 
the People, and hold us in the moſt pleaſing 
and awful Attention to the Doctrines they” 

25 teach, and the Duties they recommend? 
| And I confeſs, it has often ſtruck me wich 


1 Amazement, how Men in whom one would 


expect the higheſt Reverence and Love of 


Gop, and Zeal for his Honour, can allow 


themſelves ſtatedly, it may be, for a Courſe 
of Vears, in ſolemn Acts of religious Wor- 


ſhip in the Hearing of a Number of People, 


to deplore the Departure of the Spirit of Gop 
from. the Ordinances of his Houſe, as the 


=_ great Cauſe of their Want of Succeſs in the 


miniſterial Work, when at the ſame Time, 

F | - they muſt be conſcious, that if no more 
Time was ſpent, or Diligence uſed in the 

Affairs of this World, by thoſe who have 

Families to maintain, than they ſpend and 


Y | uſe in the Work of the Miniſtry, the Con- 


ſequence would be inevitable Poverty and 


=  - Ruin, without their having any Ground to 


complain of the Frowns of Providence, as 
the Occaſion of their Misfortunes. What 


Notion then can the Hearers of ſuch Men 


frame of their Sincerity ! Or what Conduct 
| 1.2 
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can be more highly provoking to the Divine | 
Spirit, than to charge that Neglect on him, 


which is chargeable only on themſelves ? 


Would to Gop, that Miniſters would ſe- 


riouſly conſider theſe Things, and lay them 
to Heart! For tho' many are the dangerous 


Symptoms that are upon us, as a profeſſing 
People, yet none appears to me more threa- 
tening than this; as Gop Almighty cannot 
take a more effectual Way for our utter De- 


ſtruction, than by permitting thoſe, who 


ſhould be the Lights of the World and Salt 


of the Earth, to loſe their Light and Savour, 
that is, to be inſufficient for the great Pur- 


poſes for which they were appointed; until 


at Length, they became vile and contemptible, 


and are trodden under Foot of Men. 


It may be neceſſary to acknowledge, that 
my Obſervations have been confined chiefly 
to publick Preaching, whereas our publick 
Prayers are a very material Part of the Ser- 
vice, and were mentioned as ſuch in the Be- 
ginning of this Addreſs, but a very little 
Judgment may be ſufficient to new, that 
moſt of the Remarks that have been made, 
are equally applicable to the latter, as to the 
former, though Words have not been every 
where uſed, equally expreſſive of both: And 

E 2 I am 


136) 
I am n fully ſenſible, nothing is more deſirable | 
in a Miniſter, than being able to pray with 
Propriety, Copiouſneſs, and Freedom, in order 
to his Acceptance and Uſefulneſs in Publick. 
And now, Sirs, notwithſtanding all. that 
has been ſaid, I think it but a Piece of Ju- 
ſtice both to Religion ahd to You, to de- 
clare, that whatever Failings there may be 
amongſt Miniſters, we of the Laity are inex- 
cuſable before Gop, if we indulge ourſelves 
in any Neglects of his Service, under a Pre- 
tence of Neglects in You. We have the 
Scriptures in our Hands, and there are yet ta 
be found Miniſters amongſt us, whoſe Pray- 
ers and Diſcourſes we may attend upon with 
Improvement and Delight. Gop forbid, 
that either Miniſters or People ſhould be 
ſo perverſe, as to make our mutual Failings, 
which ought to be our common Grief, the 
Occaſion of hardening each other, inſtead 


of quickening us to greater unn 
and Diligence! 


Before I conclude thi Addreſs, give me 
Leave to apply myſelf, in a particular Man- 
ner to ſuch Miniſters, as are any Ways con- 
cerned in the Education of Youth for the 
Miniſtry : It appearing to me, that either 
the Nature and Importance. of the Truſt it- 

. N e 


„ 
ſelf, or the Methods of executing it, have 
not been ſo carefully confidered or attended 
to, as they ought, either with Reſpect to 
the Choice of the Youth themſelves, or their 
Education afterwards, 

In Reſpect of the Choice of the Vouth, 
for this arduous and important Service, two 
- Qualifications ſeem abſolutely requiſite. 
5 A natutal Capacity for Literature, and for 
| _ ſpeaking handſomely in Publick. And 
TRA A true Seriouſneſs of Spirit, and Defire of 
| | the Miniſtry for right Ends. ; 
| I The Neceſſity of theſe Qualifications is 
1 ſo obvious, that I think nothing needs be 
\ | | - faid to evince it. But I am aware of two 
| Excuſes that have been urged for the fre- 
quent Want of the former. 

1. That there are many Places in che 
Country, where Men of ſhallow Capacities 
and low Attainments may be uſeful; and 
that it is of as much Importance to provide 
for theſe, as for Places of more Politeneſs. 
I anſwer, Would not Men of ſuperior 
: ' Talents and Furniture, in all human Proba- 
B bility, be capable of greater Uſefulneſs, even 
in the meaneſt Congregations? Do we not 
find the Gentlemen of Education and For- 
tune in the Neighbourhood of ſuch Con- 


pregations, on this Account, generally attend 


I — — * 


* 


WH 


"© 384. 


the Worſhip of the eſtabliſhed Church, or 
refrain from attending publick Worſhip at 
all; Who might (if the Caſe were otherwiſe) 


be the Support and Encouragement of ſuch 
poor Congregations, and eaſe the City of 


London of a very great Burden? True Learn- 


ing under the Direction of a good Under- 


ſtanding, and undiſſembled Piety, qualifies a 


Man to be equally uſeful and amiable amongſt 
the Poor- and the Rich. Beſides, this Ob- 


jection comes too ſoon, till we are over- 


ſtocked with Men of eminent Parts and 
Furniture, for the N Places in the 


Kingdom. 
And if the greateſt Cm: were taken to 
fix on no Vouths, for ſuch an Education, 
beſides thoſe of promiſing Parts and Genius, 

I doubt there might be till ſuch: a Failure 


of Expectation, as to ſome of them, as would 
abundantly ſupply the meaneſt Places 1 in the 
Country. _ 2: 


"2. The greater Objection is, that ſuch 
Youth are difficult to be found. And Lam 


able to give no Anſwer to this, except, That 


no Pains . are too great to be taken, by thoſe 


who are engaged in this Truſt, to find 


them; and that, I fear, very little have been 
taken. Miniſters, who have the Diſpoſal 


of publick or private Exhibitions, too readily 
| 5 


2 


. 
fall in with the Solicitations of Parents, who 
want a Proviſion for a Child, otherwiſe 

perhaps, quite deſtitute: of a. Proſpect of be- 
ing introduced into Life, in a Character high- 
et than that of a Servant, or a low Mecha- 
nick: Or depend on the partial Character of 
Friends or Parents, by no means ſufficient 
Judges, if they were not partial, of the 
Child's Qualifications for ſuch an Education ; 
100 little conſidering, that tat Exhibition is 
worſe than loſt, which is applied to educate a 
weak and incompetent Youth, for ſo impor- 
tant a Charge, as that of the Souls of Men, 
eſpecially in a Day of grow ing Infidelity and 
Lukewarmneſs in Religion. ? | 

But this is not all; when Care has been 
taken in their Choice, allow me to ſay, the 
following Rules ſeem deſerving of more 
Regard, than what they have Ry met 
with. 

1. That ſuch Youth be made fully ſen- 
ſible, that all that can be done for them at 
the Academy, to qualify them for their 
Work, tho' Tutors and Students be ever fo 
expert and diligent during the Time allotted” 
for that Purpoſe, is to give them ſuch a 
general Acquaintance with Languages, 8y- 
ſtems, and Sciences, as to lay a Foundation 
for _ Aſter-· improvements in true and 


ſubſtantial 


a = * mn a 4 
ꝙ6% . „ 2 gw #407 Ye e eee "ES NT EM gs a * 1 

- " 4 * F 

G * hb > Ant — Z a % | 
CID 3 — * 4x a 4 * 
dg . b j - | , ; 4 
"4 4 pe 
* * 


( 


= ſuditantia Learning and Knowledge, both 
bum and Divine; the Attainment of N 
10 to. go Hand in Hand with the Diſcharge 

of their miniſterial Work, and to be the 


oonſtant Aim and Parſuit of their whole 


Lives: Whereas, I doubt, they are too apt 


to imagine themſelves compleatly equipped 


for the Service, when they have. paſſed their 


Trials, and have received a Teſtimonial of 
their 8 to enter upon the Work 


N * the Miniſtry. 


2. That their delgnes Office of publick 
Spikes, and Pleaders for Religion, be con- 
Rantly kept in View, from the Time of their 
being introduced into the Academy, till their 
Removal from it; and ſuch Exerciſes ap- 
pointed them, as may be moſt | hkely to 
form them to a Readineſs of reaſoning clearly, 
and pronouncing properly and acceptably, 
upon any Subject or Occaſion ; and their 


Proficiency herein, attended to by their Tu- 
tors, as an eſſential Part of their Education, 
that every ill or aukward Habit may be 


early checked and broken, and the maſt 


only and graceful ones promoted; for which 


Purpoſe, they ſhould be encouraged, when 
chere is Opportunity, to attend ſuch publick 
akers, who are moſt celebrated for the 


| Accoracy of their 6 and 17 re- | 


e 
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| pricty of their Elocution, without too Mie 
2 Reſtraint as to thoſe Preachers, whoſe-Sen- 
ments may differ from their own; unleſs it _ 
be conſeſſed, chat Truth with the Prepoſſef. — 
fion of Education, and the Jedgment and 
Authority of Friends, and Patrons, and Tu- 
tors in its Favour, nende Ol: greater” Ad- 5 
vantages. for its Support. And moch Caution 
z; to be uſed, not to adopt the Weakneſſes b 
and Innperſections of favourite popularPreach- = 
$18, inſtead: of or together with 2" Was i 
ties and Excellencies. __ 
3. Such Youth. ſhould be taught Wea , 
eſt Self-Government, and the inuring them- 1 
{elves to hard Study, and other Difficulties R 4 
and ſhould be made ſenſible, that their Pro- =__ 
feſſion will not (if the Duties of it are at- = 
tended: to as they ought to be) allow them 12 
the Avocations and Amuſements of Men in 
Trade, and other Profeſſions; and that to 
be a Miniſter of a common Rank, requires 
the Qualifications that would render a private 
Chriſtian diſtinguiſhed: and eminent. 
4 They ſhould be taught to deſpiſe worldly 
5 Honour Profit and Applauſe, as what can- 1 
not be expected for Men of their Character 
bor which Reaſon they ſhould prepare them- _ 
- ſelves for labouring with indefatigable Zeal 
=O and 3 in the Da of their Truſt, 
1 EE under 5 
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3 Appro obation.. of their gracious Lord 2 
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3 * * . The Impetfectione of the foregoing Ad- 


FJ bo dieß are many, and of the Writer of it | 
= . * more; but in this I have Confidence towards. 4A 
=”. _- Gop, that the Motive to the making it, was 


Hh . an unfeigne ed Deſire of 7 5 the Intereſt | - : f 
he | hope wil be a ſufficient \polog) er 1 — 
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